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IMPA Background

• Not for profit, joint agency, political 
subdivision of the State of Indiana

• Began operations in 1983. Provides wholesale 
power to 61 municipal electric utilities 

• Ownership of 524 MW base-load coal

• Ownership of 419 MW of natural gas 
combustion turbines

• 73 MW of solar power generating at 25 solar parks; 
500 kW generating in Henry County

• Five more parks under construction (25 MW) with 
seven additional parks (37 MW) with 
2020 construction start dates 

• Multiyear power supply diversification plan 
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IMPA Solar Parks Model

Located 
within or 

adjacent to 
Members’ 

service 
territories Connected 

with 
Members’ 

distribution 
systems

10 MW or 
less

All 
generation 
stays local

• Henry County communities served: 
Dunreith, Knightstown, Lewisville, 
Middletown, Spiceland and Straughn

• Spiceland Solar Park 
• Approx. 500 kW
• 1,938 modules
• Fixed tilt system
• 6385 S. SR 3, Spiceland, IN 47385
• Completed in 2017
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A Fit for the Community

• Experience with dozens of towns, cities and 
counties 

• Initial suitability screening during potential 
site selection

• Present zoning consideration
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Zoning and Land Use 
Considerations

Size threshold exclusion –
10 MW

Reasonable setbacks, 
especially in municipalities 

with limited land

No unreasonable buffering 
standards. Limited to 
abutting residences.
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Typical Construction Process

Construction period 
averages 8-10 months

Interconnection with 
Members’ electric 
distribution system 

Deliveries for equipment –
Spiceland Solar Park module 

deliveries on ~2.5 trucks

Approximately 25 workers at a 
time installing posts, modules 

and doing electrical work

Site secured with a 7’ chain 
link fence with 1’ barbed wire
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Solar Parks – Post Construction

The solar parks have a low 
profile, no odors, and 
noise is mitigated by 

equipment type, locations 
and enclosures. 

Indiana Municipal Power 
Agency will own the land 

and maintain responsibility 
to mow the grass, as well 
as generally maintain the 

property.

The only traffic will be 
occasional utility vehicles 

to conduct routine checks, 
tests and maintenance. 

The site otherwise 
operates without 

personnel present. 
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Spiceland Solar Park
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Benefits to Henry County & 
IMPA Member Communities

• Stable, low cost power resource added to IMPA, the member’s wholesale 

power supplier

• Low rates aid in economic development efforts and renewable resources 

offer a potential advantage over other sites when competing for new 

industry

• Investment by IMPA in a member community and county, providing 

additional revenue for local authorities

• Forward thinking approach toward energy and diversifies power supply 

portfolio

• Community education and involvement opportunities
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Thank you
















































